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GPC meeting

The GPC met on 16 December 2010 and this newsletter provides a summary of the main items
discussed.

Contract negotiations

The GPC's negotiations with NHS Employers are ongoing. We hope to be able to make an
announcement about arrangements for 2011/12 in January.



NHS White Paper

The government has published its response to the consultation on the NHS White Paper, titled
‘Liberating the NHS: Legislative Framework and Next Steps'.

Although the government is going to continue with a majority of the proposals made in the White
Paper, there have been a number of changes including the following:

e Maternity services will in the future be commissioned by consortia, rather than the NHS
Commissioning Board

e Consortia will be required to have a written constitution

e Strengthened role for health and wellbeing boards

e Scrutiny functions will not be removed from local authorities.

The full response can be read on the Department of Health website.

The government has also published the NHS Operating Framework 2011/12. This stated that PCTs
would merge into cluster by June 2011 in response to the drive to reduce management costs.
Clusters are to support the development of consortia by offering them a £2 per head development
fund. This should be in addition to existing PBC DES funding. The full Framework can be found
online.

More information will be published on the BMA White Paper home page as it becomes available.

Letter to all GPs

The GPC chairman wrote to all GPs yesterday updating them on White Paper issues. While we have
distributed this letter using our databases, we would appreciate help from LMCs through cascading
the link to GPs in their area to ensure all GPs have access to this important update.

Sessional GPs

The GPC has published a new guidance document in its series on the NHS White Paper. The
guidance outlines to sessional GPs the changes proposed in the NHS White Paper, explains how and
why they could become involved in these changes, and discusses other potential impacts on the
working lives of sessional GPs.

The document is available on the BMA website. Please pass it on to sessional GP colleagues in your
area.

We have heard several reports of sessional GPs not being included in discussions around the forming
of shadow consortia. It is vitally important that sessional GPs are involved in these discussions, and
that the rules around appointment or election to the leadership of shadow consortia are inclusive of
all GPs within the consortium's boundaries.

Public health support for GP commissioning
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A joint statement from GPC and the Public Health Medicine Committee has also been published
entitled 'Public health support for GP commissioning’ and may be viewed on the BMA website. The
paper details how both groups of clinicians can most effectively work together in the commissioning
environment proposed in the White Paper.

PCT staff and consortia

LMCs should make sure that any groups of GPs that are beginning to form shadow consortia in their
area consider positively the prospect of engaging PCT staff to provide management support to the
shadow consortia. It would be completely unacceptable not to consider PCT staff for such
roles, and in many cases it may be that highly skilled and experienced PCT managers are the best
candidates for such roles. It is imperative that shadow consortia are able to draw on appropriate
expertise as they begin to develop.

Seasonal flu vaccine uptake

The GPC has written to Professor David Salisbury, Director of Immunisation at the Department of
Health to raise our concerns about the seasonal flu vaccination campaign. We have concerns that the
uptake of the flu vaccination amongst at-risk patients is down this year and that the seasonal flu
outbreak could prove more serious. The BMA has issued a press release outlining these issues. This is
available on the BMA website.

Professor Salisbury wrote to Strategic Health Authority Immunisation Leads this week with data on
vaccination uptake, encouraging SHAs to raise public awareness through the local media and work
with practices to urge patients to get vaccinated. For more information visit the Department of
Health website.

We have urged the Department of Health to step up the public awareness campaign for the
vaccination to encourage eligible patients to visit their GP surgeries to be immunised as soon as
possible and explain the risks of leaving themselves vulnerable to the virus. Patients concerned about
the vaccination containing the H1N1 flu strain also need to be assured of the safety of the vaccine.

Care Quality Commission registration

We have had reports of some PCTs telling NHS GP practices that they must comply with Care Quality
Commission standards. We would like to make clear that NHS GP practices do not yet need to do so.
The registration window for CQC will open from October 2011 and NHS GP practices will need to be
registered from1 April 2012.

However, it is worth noting that PCTMS practices should be registered with CQC because PCTs
needed to be registered from 1 April 2010. Also organisations that provide some NHS primary
medical services but whose main purpose is to provide other services, such as private healthcare,
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social care or NHS acute services need to have been registered for all of their services from 1 October
2010.

The GPC will be producing a guide on how to complete the application form for CQC registration
and on how your practice can comply with each of the CQC standards. We aim to publish this guide
in the spring of 2011. In the meantime we would advise GPs and practice staff to refer to the
following key documents:

e Guidance about compliance: essential standards of quality and safety
e A new system of registration: scope of registration

CQC has also launched a consultation on proposed fees for all health care and adult social care
(ASC) providers in England. The closing date for the consultation is 17 January 2011. NHS GP
practices will enter the CQC registration scheme on 1 April 2012 and will be included within the fees
scheme from that date. In autumn 2011 there will be a further consultation on the fees scheme. The
GPC will be responding to the current consultation as part of the BMA response. The consultation
can be viewed online.

Medicines shortages

A Ministerial Summit on medicines shortages took place in March 2010 to discuss medicines supply
problems ands as a result of this, the Supply Chain Group was formed, on which the BMA and the
Dispensing Doctors Association are represented. The group is due to issue best practice guidance for
marketing authorisation holders, manufacturers, wholesalers, dispensing doctors, pharmacists and
prescribers, and we will share this with LMCs as soon as it is published.

All doctors should be aware that the Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee publishes a list
of medicines that pharmacies have reported having problems obtaining. This list is regularly updated
and is available at the following online.

Practice registered patient lists

On 29 November, the Department of Health wrote to all SHAs regarding patient list cleansing
exercises. SHAs have been asked to work with PCTs, who in turn will work with LMCs, to ensure
that the process of list cleansing is sensitive to the many requirements being placed on practices at
this time, and that due recognition is given to the many demands on individuals’ time and expertise.

PCTs have also been asked to make sure that they recognise the most vulnerable in this process: that
those without a fixed address or with communication issues arising from language or literacy needs
are not disadvantaged in the list cleaning processes.

LMCs should be aware that PCTs will be conducting this exercise and should working with LMCs.
Where this is not happening, LMCs should seek to engage with their PCTs on this issue.

Annual certificate of pensionable earnings
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GPs and their accountants are reminded that, in accordance with the NHS Pension Scheme
Regulations, they must provide their PCO with a completed certificate no later than one month from
the date the HMRC tax return is due. The accumulated data are used to help confirm NHS
information on GP earnings and it is important that this is as current as possible.

GP2GP - INPS Vision 3 Blank Attachment Problems

The GP2GP project has brought to our attention that there is a problem affecting practices engaged
in GP2GP transfer using InPractice (InPS) System Vision 3. These practices appear to be sending
blank attachments in the GP2GP transferred record.

The issue has been identified by InPS as one relating to the configuration with DocMan, which is not
being set up on the practice eBXML machine and the practice NACS code not being set up in the

DocMan application.

Further guidance on this can be found on the InPS website.

InPractice is contacting all practices to assess if their system is configured correctly and correcting
those systems where it is not. The GP2GP project is closely monitoring the current progress of this
work, but would ask practices to:

1. Check if their system is configured correctly as per the guidance issued by InPractice in the
link above;

2. Contact the supplier help desk for assistance if required;

3. |If practices using other GP systems are receiving GP2GP transfers from InPractice Vision 3
practices, they are advised to check for any blank attachments. In the event that any blank
attachments are found, they should await the attachments which should follow in the Lloyd
George paper envelope. If information is required urgently the sending practice should be
contacted directly.

If a practice has any concerns they would like to raise with the GP2GP project regarding this matter
please e-mail these to GP2GP@nhs.net

Summary Care Record (SCR)

The BMA has been working productively with NHS Connecting for Health on the detail of
implementing the recommendations of the review. We are not telling practices to stop SCR uploads,
but advising that we are working with NHS Connecting for Health on guidance, which will support
practices when considering implementing SCRs in accordance with the review recommendations.
The position still remains that GP practices can consider their local circumstances and make their own
decisions about whether to proceed or wait for guidance.


http://www.inps4.co.uk/my_vision/view/blog/detail.html?newsarticlepk=A63BA61EADCBDE86581C3B7EA9AB778C

Partnership agreements

We strongly recommend that GPs in partnership enter into a written partnership agreement and seek
legal and accountancy advice in doing so. Partnership agreements reduce both financial and non-
financial risk and provide a detailed framework on which the ongoing management and
administration of the partnership can be based.

The BMA offers a partnership agreement drafting service exclusively for general practitioners. The
service is provided by Neal Hooper, a BMA lawyer, offering high-quality legal advice and drafting,
and can be accessed by calling 020 7383 6128 or emailing info.pds@bma.org.uk. To take
advantage of the service at least one of the partners in your practice must be a BMA member. BMA
members are entitled to the service at a competitive price of £1,500 plus VAT. Members can also
take advantage of a fee of just £25 per annum plus VAT for the BMA to hold and store a final signed
version of their agreement on behalf of their practice.

Introduction to Negotiating Skills for LMCs courses 2011

Following the successful courses held in 2010, the British Medical Association and General
Practitioners Defence Fund are organising further dates for the one day introduction to negotiating
skills course for Local Medical Committees. This interactive course will provide an introduction to the
negotiating process, including the four main phases of negotiation, showing the importance of
preparation, effective communication and avoiding common mistakes.

The course is targeted particularly at the smaller LMCs and /or those who have no previous
negotiating skills training.

Course Dates and Venues

Monday 14 March 2011 Aston University, Birmingham
Wednesday 4 May 2011 BMA House, London
Tuesday 4 October 2011 Weetwood Hall, Leeds

Cost to attend
There is no registration fee to attend the course but you will need to meet any travel,
accommodation and locum costs that you incur in attending.

For full details of eligibility criteria, the course programme and trainer and to download the
reqgistration form, please visit our website.

GP employment law courses 2011

Managing change, managing performance, managing staff

Keeping track of employment legislation, best practice and other human resource issues can be a
real headache. With the best will in the world, you know you cannot be an expert on everything:
that is why you have the BMA right behind you to give expert advice and support. However, it is
important to understand the principles of employment legislation and practical management of
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people issues to ensure a good working environment and that you do not find yourselves facing a
legal challenge.

The BMA is offering three one day courses introducing GP practices to managing change, managing
performance and managing staff.

Cost to attend
Registration is open to GP partners or their practice managers and the registration fees are as below:

BMA members: £130.00 including VAT
Non-members: £190.00 including VAT

Priority will be given to BMA members who wish to attend.

For more information on dates and venues and the online booking form please visit our website.

Sessional GP Conference - Please pass this on to sessional GPs in your area

The British Medical Association is holding a one day educational conference for sessional GPs on
Friday 11 March 2011 at BMA House, London. This conference will provide salaried and locum GPs
with expert advice, support and information on the key issues affecting their career, as well as
offering the helpful opportunity to network with sessional GP colleagues from around the country
and discuss shared issues and concerns.

Key themes at the conference will be:

e How to develop your career as a salaried or locum GP

e How to meet the challenges of appraisal and revalidation

e The different issues to consider when setting up and working as a locum GP

e The impact of the NHS White Paper on sessional GPs and the opportunities it provides

e Employment rights for sessional GPs

e How to get access to professional support and the differing roles of organisations that
provide this

e Representation of sessional GPs.

The fee for attending the conference is £76.38 (inc VAT) for BMA members and £235 (inc VAT) for
non-members. Further information, including the conference programme and information about
how to register is available on the BMA website.

Sessional GPs Subcommittee Executive Committee

The Sessional GPs Subcommittee held its first meeting of 2010-11 on 2 December, at which elections
took place for the Subcommittee's Executive Committee. Vicky Weeks was re-elected as Chairman,
Mark Selman was re-elected as Deputy Chairman and Jessica Harris and Stephen Bassett were
elected to join them on the Executive Committee. Congratulations to them all.


http://www.bma.org.uk/whats_on/employment_related_courses/gplaw11.jsp
http://www.bma.org.uk/whats_on/employment_related_courses/sessgp2011.jsp

GPC Regional Election
Herefordshire / Warwickshire / Worcestershire / Coventry constituency

Simon Parkinson has been elected as the regional GPC representative for Herefordshire,
Warwickshire, Worcestershire and Coventry until 2012.

LMC Conference 2011

LMC secretaries are reminded to send in the names and addresses of the appointed representatives
to the LMC conference to Karen day (kday@bma.org.uk) no later than 31 January 2011. For those
that wish to attend the ARM as an LMC representative, the final deadline is 7 January 2011. Do not
forget to indicate whether any representatives are BMA members and include their BMA
membership number on the application form.

We also hope that there will be room for at least one observer per LMC, which will be allocated on a
first-come, first-served basis. LMC may nominate up to two observers, whereby the second observer

will be placed on a waiting list and places allocated accordingly if space allows it. The final deadline

for observers to send the observer form to us is also 31 January 2011.

BMJ Group Awards 2011
Primary Care Team of the Year

BMJ Group is calling on all primary healthcare professionals to submit their entries for the Primary
Care Team of the Year award. This award recognises practices that demonstrate improved outcomes
in patient care. Closing date for entries is 4 January 2011.

The annual BMJ Group Awards in association with MDDUS recognise individuals, organisations and
initiatives that have demonstrated outstanding and measurable contributions to health care.
Established in 2009, these are now some of the most highly sought after awards in the medical
world, attracting high calibre entries from across the globe. If you know of, or are yourself an
individual whose work has positively influenced these aspects of health care, please submit your

entry now.
GPC secretariat
A copy of our staffing structure to reflect staffing changes is attached at appendix 1. We would be

grateful if LMCs would direct all enquiries to their liaison officer. A copy of the LMC regional
structure is also attached at appendix 2.


mailto:kday@bma.org.uk
http://groupawards.bmj.com/enter-now
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Media coverage report

Please find attached (appendix 3) a GPC media coverage report prepared by the BMA's press office,
detailing GPC media activity during the last few weeks.

Season's greetings

On behalf of the GPC secretariat, we wish you all a joyful and restful Christmas and a happy 2011.

The GPC next meets on 18 February 2011, and LMCs are invited to submit
items for discussion. You may like to review these, beforehand, with the
representatives in your area who serve on the GPC. The closing date for

items is 9 February 2011. It would be helpful if items could be emailed to
William Jones at wjones@bma.org.uk. You may also like to use the GPC’s
listservers to exchange views and ideas.



mailto:wjones@bma.org.uk

GPC News

GPC News is available via the Internet, via the BMA’s web pages: www.bma.org.uk

LMCs are reminded that their regional representatives can provide more detailed information
about the issues covered in GPC News, and other matters. Other members of the GPC would
also be pleased to accept invitations to LMC meetings wherever possible. Their names and
addresses are in the GPC Yearbook. The secretariat can also provide a written background
brief if required, but it would be helpful to have such requests well in advance of your
meetings.

Finally, if LMCs require assistance on local issues, they can also contact the BMA's local
offices: addresses are on page 3 of the GPC’s yearbook.

This newsletter has been sent to:

Secretaries of LMCs and LMC offices
Members of the GPC

Members of the GP trainees subcommittee
Members of the sessional GPs subcommittee
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GPC STAFF STRUCTURE

From 20 December 2010

Matthew Isom
(maternity cover)
Asst Secretary Policy & Negotiations x6518

E: misom@bma.org.uk

A 4

Chris Finlan/Gail Norcliffe
Heads of Division x6316
E: cfinlan@bma.org.uk /

gnorcliffe@bma.org.uk

?

Richard Stebbings

Senior Policy Executive x6375
E: rstebbings@bma.org.uk

Negotiating Issues, Communications
Commissioning & Service Development

Jenny Jamieson
Division Secretary x6191
E: jjamieson@bma.org.uk

?

Christopher Scott
Executive Officer x6444
E: cscott@bma.org.uk
As per SPE
LMC Liaison London

Tel: 020 7383 ext
Fax: 020 7383 6406

Sue Love

Office Co-ordinator x6316

E: slove@bma.org.uk

Karen Day

Division Secretarial Assistant x6618

E: kday@bma.org.uk

Evelyn Simpson
(maternity cover — from
17.1.11)

Senior Policy Executive x6091

William Jones
Senior Policy Executive x6487
E: wjonhes@bma.org.uk

Catharina
Ohman-Smith
Senior Policy Executive x6446
E:cohman-smith@bma.org.uk

E: esimpson@bma.org.uk
LMC Liaison West
Midlands, Scotland, Wales
& Northern Ireland
GPDF Directors, IM&T

LMC Liaison North East
Contracts & regulation, GPC

LMC Liaison South Central
& South East Coast and
South West
Clinical & Prescribing, LMC
conference, QoF, Flu

Faye Bunch
Senior Policy Executive x6617
E: fbunch@bma.org.uk

LMC Liaison Eastern &
North West
Practice Finance, Dispensing,
Regional services liaison

Joe Read
Senior Policy Executive x6610

E: jread@bma.org.uk

Sessional GPs, Education,
training & workforce

Andrew Young
Senior Policy Executive x6621

E: ayoung@bma.org.uk

LMC Liaison East Midlands
GP Trainees, Representation &
Elections, Communications
group

A

A

Holly Trotman

Executive Officer x6058
E: htrotman@bma.org.uk

As per SPEs

Clemmie Grant
Executive officer x6246
E: cgrant@bma.org.uk

As per SPEs

Vacancy
Executive Officer
As per SPEs



mailto:cfinlan@bma.org.uk
mailto:gnorcliffe@bma.org.uk
mailto:esimpson@bma.org.uk
mailto:wjones@bma.org.uk
mailto:cohman-smith@bma.org.uk
mailto:fbunch@bma.org.uk
mailto:jread@bma.org.uk
mailto:ayoung@bma.org.uk
mailto:htrotman@bma.org.uk
mailto:cgrant@bma.org.uk
mailto:rstebbings@bma.org.uk
mailto:cscott@bma.org.uk
mailto:misom@bma.org.uk
mailto:jjamieson@bma.org.uk
mailto:slove@bma.org.uk
mailto:kday@bma.org.uk

North West — Faye Bunch

Email: founch@bma.org.uk Tel: 020 7383 6617
Bolton
Central Lancashire
Cheshire

Cumbria
Lancashire Coastal
Lancashire Pennine
Liverpool
Manchester

Mid Mers?(/
Rochdale & Bury
Salford & Trafford
Sefton

Stockport

West Pennine
Wigan

Wirral

South West — Catharina Ohman-Smith
Email: cohman-smith@bma.org.uk Tel: 020 7383 6446

Avon ]
Cornwall & Isles of Scilly
Gloucestershire

North & East Devon
Somerset

South & West Devon

Eastern - Vacancy
Tel: 020 7383 6820
Bedfordshire
Cambridgeshire
Hertfordshire
Norfolk

North Essex

South Essex
Suffolk

LMC - REGIONAL STRUCTURE - from 20 Dec 2010

East Midlands (Yorks & Humber in 8art —Andrew Young
Email: ayoung@bma.org.uk Tel: 020 7383 6621

Barnsley
Derbyshire

Doncaster .

Hull and East Yorkshire (Yorks & Humber)
Leicestershire & Rutland

Lincolnshire ) )

North and North East Lincolnshire (Yorks & Humber)
Northants

Nottinghamshire

Rotherham

Sheffield

South Central & South East Coast

Catharina Ohman-Smith

Email: cohman-smith@bma.org.uk Tel: 020 7383 6446
Berkshire ]
Buckinghamshire
Croydon

Dorset

Hampshire

Isle of Wight

Kent .

Kingston & Richmond
North and East Hampshire
Oxfordshire

Surrey

Sussex

Wiltshire

North East (Yorks & Humber in part) — William Jones
Email: wjones@bma.org.uk Tel: 020 7383 6487
Calderdale irklees orks & Humber)
Cleveland

Durham County ]

Gateshead & South Tyneside

Leeds iYorks & Humber)

Newcastle & North Tyneside

Northumberland

Sunderland

Wakefield (Yorks & Humber)

YOR LMC Ltd (Bradford & Airedale Branc@ (Yorks & Humber)

YOR LMC Ltd (North Yorkshire Branch) (Yorks & Humber)

West Midlands — Eveli/n Simpson
grom 17 January 2011)

mail: esimpson@bma.org.uk Tel: 020 7383 6091

Birmingham
Coventry

Dudley =
Herefordshire
North Staffordshire
Sandwell
Shropshire
Solihull

South Staffordshire
Walsall
Warwickshire
Wolverhampton
Worcestershire

London - Christopher Scott
Email: cscott@bma.org.uk Tel: 020 7383 6444
Barking & Havering

Barnet

Bexley

Brent

Bromley )

Camden & Islington

City and East London

Ealing, Hammersmith & Hounslow
Enfield _

Greenwich

Haringey

Harrow

Hillingdon

Kensington & Chelsea

Lambet

Lewisham

Merton, Sutton & Wandsworth
Redbridge

Southwark

Waltham Forest

Westminster

Scotland, Wales & Northern Ireland
Evelyn Simpson Email: esimpson@bma.org.uk
grom_ﬂ January 2011)
yrshire & Arran
Borders
Clyde
Dumfries & Galloway

ife
Forth Valley

Greater Glasgow

Grampian

Highland

Lanarkshire

Lothian

Orkney

Shetland

Tayside

Western Isles

Bro Taf

Dyfed Powys

Gwent

Morgannwg

North Wales

Eastern, Northern, Southern, Western



mailto:fbunch@bma.org.uk
mailto:ayoung@bma.org.uk
mailto:esimpson@bma.org.uk
mailto:cohman-smith@bma.org.uk
mailto:cohman-smith@bma.org.uk
mailto:cscott@bma.org.uk
mailto:esimpson@bma.org.uk

APPENDIX 3

GPC Media Coverage Report — November 2010

BMA mentions in the national and regional media for November:

National

Regional

Total

Print:

18

34

52

Broadcasts:

10

3

13

National coverage:

SUBJECT

Print Broadcast

Firearms legislation

- 4

GP call centres

NICE

Health inequalities

White Paper

MMR

NHS: Funding

Community services

Health tourism

Clare Gerada

Out of hours

3
3
3
2 2
2
1
1
1
1
1

TOTAL

18 10

The Evening Standard published a supplement on Tuesday 16 November 2010 entitled ‘London’s One
Thousand most influential people’. Hamish Meldrum and Laurence Buckman featured in the health

section.

Regional coverage:

SUBJECT

Print/Broadcast

Misconduct

GP Consortia

Medical Ethics - firearms

NHS reforms - commissioning
NHS Staffing

Death rates

Electronic patient records
General practice

NHS funding

NHS reforms

Ageing population
Contraception

Diagnosis

Drugs: prescribing

General Practice - professional fees
Medical ethics - organ donation
Miscellaneous

Prescription drugs

Page 1 of 4
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Professional Fees 1
Reconfiguration 1
Vaccinations 1
Total 37

Press releases issued:

02/11/10 BMA response to Derrick Bird report

15/11/10 BMA announces results of Sessional GPs Subcommittee elections

Letters to Press from GPs include the following:

Date Signatory Publication Subject of letter
2/11/10 Dr Richard Vautrey Daily Mail Health inequalities and
new GP contract
2/11/10 Dr Richard Vautrey Daily Express Health inequalities and
the GP contract
19/11/10 Dr Hamish Meldrum and Dr | The Lancet GP contract and health
Laurence Buckman inequalities

GPC Parliamentary and Assembly Activity Report

WESTMINSTER
The Parliamentary Unit in London keeps in contact with MPs across all the political parties.

BMA Parliamentary Reception

The BMA hosted its first Parliamentary Reception on Wednesday 1st December at the House of
Commons. MPs and Peers from across the political parties as well as representatives from the BMA and
other health organisations gathered to informally discuss the Government'’s proposals for the NHS. The
evening was sponsored by Rt Hon Stephen Dorrell MP, Chairman of the Health Select Committee.
Speeches during the course of the evening were provided by Mr Dorrell and Dr Hamish Meldrum.

NHS White Paper Equity and Excellence: Liberating the NHS
The Government is expected to publish it response to the Health White Paper consultation, the NHS
Operating Framework and PCT allocations on 15th December.

New Public Health White Paper

The Secretary of State for Health unveiled plans on 30th November for a Public Health service in England
in a new White Paper Healthy Lives, Healthy People. The Government states that Public Health England
will give more power to local people over their health and that there will be ring-fenced spending on
public health. Public Health England'’s role will include:

e Providing public health advice, evidence and expertise to the Secretary of State and the wider
system, including working with partners to gather and disseminate examples of what works

e Delivering effective health protection services

e Commissioning or providing national-level health improvement services, including appropriate
information and behaviour change campaigns

e Jointly appointing Directors of Public Health and supporting them through professional
accountability arrangements

e Allocating ring-fenced funding to local government and rewarding them for progress made
against elements of the proposed public health outcomes framework

e Commissioning some public health services from the NHS, for example via the NHS
Commissioning Board

The Public Health White Paper, Healthy Lives, Healthy People, can be viewed at:
www.dh.gov.uk/healthypeople
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Legislation

Public Bodies Bill

The BMA has been briefing peers during the passage of the Public Bodies Bill, which establishes the legal
framework for Government to abolish, merge or transfer functions of public bodies — a number include
health bodies. The BMA has been considering the future of those public bodies that are of significance in
a healthcare, scientific or medical education context. Some of these include the Chief Coroner, the
National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts (NESTA), the Human Fertilisation and
Embryology Authority (HFEA) and the Human Tissue Authority (HTA), and bodies such as the Higher
Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE), Director of Fair Access to Higher Education. The BMA's
briefings on the Bill are available at:

www.bma.org.uk/lobbying campaigning/westminster/publicbodiesbill.jsp

Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill

Local authorities and communities will be given greater control over alcohol licensing under proposals in
the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill. The Bill, which was published in late November 2010 and
currently in the Lords, will create new powers to restrict premises from selling alcohol late at night if
necessary. Powers to tackle problem premises, such as those persistently selling to children, will also be
introduced. The Bill includes a range of other measures to tackle problem drinking, including the
introduction of a late night levy, which allows councils to charge premises for late night licences to pay
for extra policing. Health concerns will also be considered during licensing applications. The BMA will be
briefing for debates on the Bill.

Responsible Officers Regulations

Legislation to introduced responsible officers was laid in Parliament on 26 July. The BMA briefed MPs
and Peers ahead of the subsequent debates on the regulations in the Commons and Lords and raised
concerns over implementation, which were also shared by a Committee of Lords investigating the merits
of the legislation. The regulations will come into force in January 2011,

Select Committees

Health Select Committee — Commissioning inquiry

The Committee has been conducting an inquiry into the implementation of policies for commissioning
outlined in the Government's White Paper 'Equity and Excellence: Liberating the NHS'. The Committee is
following up the work of the previous Health Committee’s inquiry on commissioning in order to examine
how the Coalition Government intends to resolve the issues which have undermined the effectiveness of
commissioning in the NHS. The Committee saw various officials from the Department of Health in its first
session in October and the BMA in November and will question the Secretary of State on 15th December.
More information is available at:
www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/health-
committee/inquiries/commissioning/

Health Select Committee — Public Expenditure inquiry

Following the Coalition Government’s commitment to guarantee that health spending increases in real
terms in each year of the Parliament, the Health Select Committee launched a new inquiry to examine the
implications for the NHS of this commitment. The Committee will publish its final report on 14th
December. More information is available at:
www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/health-
committee/inquiries/public-expenditure/

Health Select Committee — Revalidation of doctors inquiry

The Committee has undertaken a short inquiry into revalidation as it feels that the maintenance of public
confidence in doctors’ fitness to practice is important. The BMA has contributed written evidence to this
inquiry and Dr Brian Keighley was questioned by the Committee on 4th November. The Committee is
expected to publish its response to the inquiry shortly:

www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm20101 1/cmselect/cmhealth/uc557-ii/uc55701.htm

Health Select Committee launches new inquiry on complaints and litigation

The Health Select Committee is to look at complaints and litigation against the NHS in a new inquiry. As
part of its investigation, the Committee is seeking evidence on a number of issues, including the reasons
for the sudden increase in NHS complaints and the effectiveness of the new complaints system, which
was introduced on 1st April 2009. The cost of litigation against the NHS and the use of mediation are
also being considered. The BMA plans to submit written evidence to the inquiry.
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MP-GP practice visit scheme
Nearly 150 MPs from all political parties have responded to the BMA’s MP-GP practice visit scheme,

which aims to give Westminster MPs the opportunity to spend some time in a GP practice in their
constituency. The BMA's Parliamentary Unit has helped arranged 90 visits to GP practices for local MPs
since the scheme was launched in July 2010.

BMA Parliamentary Unit
November 2010
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